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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA  

 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 

Docket No.: 2019-208-E 

 

South Carolina Energy Freedom Act (House Bill 

3659) Proceeding Related to Duke Energy 

Progress, LLC and S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-

41-30 Related to Electrical Utilities and Their 

Current Voluntary Renewable Energy Program, 

and Such Other Proceedings Required By the 

Commission 

 

PETITION TO INTERVENE ON  

BEHALF OF CITY OF GREENVILLE 

 

 The City of Greenville (“Greenville” or the “City,” as appropriate), in accordance with 

Section 103-825, South Carolina Code of Regulations, requests that the Public Service Commission 

of South Carolina (the “Commission”) permit it to intervene in the instant proceeding and states: 

1. The Commission opened the instant docket on June 11, 2019 pursuant to provisions 

of the South Carolina Energy Freedom Act (the “Act”) requiring Duke Energy Progress, LLC 

(“DEP”) to propose a voluntary renewable energy program for the Commission’s review.  See S.C. 

CODE ANN. § 58-41-30.   

2. Greenville wishes to intervene in the instant proceeding because it has a direct and 

substantial interest in the deliberations and outcome.  On April 1, 2020 the Commission granted 

Greenville’s petition to intervene in the electric docket opened to adjudicate DEP and Duke Energy 

Carolinas, LLC’s (collectively, the “Companies”) joint application to establish the ‘Green Source 

Advantage Program’ (the “GSA Program”).  (Order No. 2020-287, Docket No. 2018-320-E, ID No. 

291280.)   

3. The Companies acknowledge a connection between the GSA Program and their 

voluntary renewable energy programs pending before the Commission.1  The Companies reference 

                                                 
1
 Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC proposes its voluntary renewable energy program in a sister electric docket 

numbered 2019-207-E.  Greenville petitioned the Commission to intervene in that proceeding contemporaneously 

with the instant filing.  
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the GSA Program in the instant proceeding and have further informed the Commission that they 

“believe the GSA Program . . . conforms with” the Act’s section requiring a voluntary renewable 

energy program.  (‘Letter Responding to Commission’s June 18, 2019 Letter Regarding Voluntary 

Renewable Energy Programs,’ August 2, 2019, ID No. 286359.)             

4. Given the overlap of the GSA Program being adjudicated in Docket No. 2018-320-E 

– to which Greenville is already an intervenor – and the voluntary renewable energy program being 

adjudicated in the instant proceeding, the City cannot adequately protect its interest in the GSA 

Program without intervening here.        

5. Greenville acknowledges that the Commission already issued a procedural schedule, 

however, relies on the Commission’s policy “encouraging maximum public participation in issues 

before the Commission . . . [,]” even in circumstances where the petition is raised out of time.  (Order 

No. 2005-725, Docket No. 2005-270-G, December 16, 2005.)  A procedural schedule has not been 

issued in the GSA Program docket.   

6. The City only recently discovered that the instant docket may generate rulings 

germane to the GSA Program and Greenville has no reason to expect its intervention will prejudice 

any other party or delay the proceeding.   

7. On the other hand, the denial of the instant petition would impair and impede the 

City’s ability to provide its residents with a diverse power generation portfolio.  Greenville enjoys a 

municipal service agreement and an operating agreement with Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC (“DEC”) 

to power the City’s buildings, physical plants and transportation assets and facilities.  DEC provides 

Greenville hundreds of electric meters for service.  Some City residents frequently express interest in 

supplying Greenville’s electricity with solar generation.  The GSA Program is the only meaningful 

way for the City to accomplish this end. 

8. Pursuant to Section 103-804(T), South Carolina Code of Regulations, Greenville is 

represented by the following counsel in the instant proceeding: 
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R. Taylor Speer 

SC Bar No.: 100455 

tspeer@turnerpadget.com 

(864) 552-4618 

TURNER, PADGET,  

GRAHAM AND LANEY, P.A. 

200 Broad Street, Suite 250 

Greenville, South Carolina 29601 

 

The City conferred upon its counsel authority to accept service of all papers and filings for 

purposes of the instant proceeding.   

WHEREFORE Greenville requests the Commission enter an order permitting it to intervene 

as a party of record and participate fully in the instant proceeding.   

   Respectfully submitted, 

 

June 30, 2020 

 

 

Greenville, South Carolina  
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) 
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) 
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) 

 TURNER PADGET GRAHAM & LANEY, P.A. 

 

 

By:   /s/ R. Taylor Speer                                                          

 R. Taylor Speer 

South Carolina Bar No. 100455 

E-mail: tspeer@turnerpadget.com 

 P.O. Box 1509 

Greenville, South Carolina  29602 

Telephone: (864) 552-4600 

Fax: (864) 552-4620 

 

Attorney for City of Greenville 
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CERTIIFCATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify on June 30, 2020 that a true and correct copy of the foregoing was served via 

electronic mail on the following:   

Alexander W. Knowles 

Jeffrey M Nelson 

OFFICE OF REGULATORY STAFF 

1401 Main Street 

Suite 900 

Columbia, SC 29201  

aknowles@ors.sc.gov 

jnelson@ors.sc.gov 

 

 

Counsel for SC Department of 

Consumer Affairs 

 

Becky Dover 

Carri Grube Lybarker 

SC DEPARTMENT OF CONSUMER 

AFFAIRS 

bdover@scconsumer.gov 

clybarker@scconsumer.gov 

 

 

 

 

Counsel for SC  Department of 

Consumer Affairs 

Carrie M. Harris 

Stephanie U. (Roberts) Eaton 

SPILMAN THOMAS & BATTLE, 

PLLC 

110 Oakwood Drive, Suite 

500 

Winston-Salem, NC  

charris@spilmanlaw.com 

seaton@spilmanlaw.com 

 

Counsel for Walmart, Inc. 

 

Derrick Price Williamson 

SPILMAN THOMAS & BATTLE, 

PLLC 

1100 Bent Creek Blvd., Suite 

101 

Mechanicsburg, PA 17050 

dwilliamson@spilmanlaw.com 

 

 

Counsel for Walmart, Inc. 

 

 

Frank R. Ellerbe III 

ROBINSON GRAY STEPP & 

LAFFITTE, LLC 

1310 Gadsden Street 

Columbia, SC 29201 

fellerbe@robinsongray.com 

 

  

 

Counsel for Duke Energy 

Carolinas, LLC and Duke Energy 

Progress, LLC 

 

Heather Shirley Smith 

DUKE ENERGY CAROLINAS, 

LLC 

40 W. Broad Street, Suite 

690 

Greenville, SC 29601 

heather.smith@duke-

energy.com 

 

Counsel for Duke Energy 

Carolinas, LLC and Duke 

Energy Progress, LLC 
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J. Blanding Holman, IV 

SOUTHERN ENVIRONMENTAL 

LAW CENTER 

525 East Bay Street 

Charleston, SC 29403 

Bholman@selcsc.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Counsel for Southern Alliance 

for Clean Energy and Southern 

Alliance for Clean Energy 

 

James H. Goldin 

Courtney E. Walsh   

Weston Adams, III 

NELSON MULLINS RILEY & 

SCARBOROUGH, LLP 

1320 Main Street / 17th Floor 

Columbia, SC 29201 

jamey.goldin@nelsonmullins.com 

court.walsh@nelsonmullins.com 

weston.adams@nelsonmullins.com 

 

Counsel for Intervenor Johnson 

Development, Associates, Inc.  

 

Rebecca J. Dulin , Counsel 

DUKE ENERGY CAROLINAS, 

LLC 

1201 Main Street, Suite 1180 

Columbia, SC 29201 

Rebecca.Dulin@duke-

energy.com 

 

 

 

 

Counsel for Duke Energy 

Carolinas, LLC and Duke 

Energy Progress, LLC 

 

 

Richard L. Whitt  

WHITT LAW FIRM, LLC 

Post Office Box 362 

401 Western Lane, Suite E 

Irmo, SC 29063 

richard@rlwhitt.law 

 

Counsel for South Carolina 

Solar Business Alliance, 

Incorporated 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Greenville, South Carolina  

 

 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

 TURNER PADGET GRAHAM & LANEY, P.A. 

 

By:   /s/ R. Taylor Speer                                                          

 R. Taylor Speer 

South Carolina Bar No. 100455 
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